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 DAIRY FARMERS OF AMERICA AND VANGUARD RENEWABLES  
ANNOUNCE STRATEGIC ALLIANCE  

Partnership Will Develop Anaerobic Digestion Systems for DFA Farmers  
 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (April 13, 2017) – Dairy Farmers of America (DFA), a national farmer-owned 
dairy cooperative, and Vanguard Renewables, a Massachusetts-based renewable energy developer, 
announce a strategic partnership to help bring anaerobic digestion technology to more farms across 
the country.  
 
While waste management and environmental sustainability are top priorities for dairy farmers today, 
renewable energy methods, like anaerobic digesters that convert manure to energy, are not broadly 
used on American dairy farms. These systems often require major capital expense to implement as 
well as significant expertise and time commitment to manage. For these reasons, among others, 
farmers have been reluctant to invest in the technology, despite the benefits.  
 
“Dairy farmers have always been great stewards of the land. But, like any business, farmers must 
continue to innovate and evolve,” said David Darr, president of farm services at DFA. “With this 
partnership, we hope to make anaerobic digestion more available to more farmers, which is not only 
good for the environment, but will also help our farmer families run their businesses more efficiently, 
and that’s a win-win.”  

 
With the alliance, DFA and Vanguard Renewables will collaborate to develop resilient business 
models using anaerobic digestion systems. Working with farmers, government agencies, dairy 
processors and retailer customers, the partners will build business cases for innovative systems. For 
those business models that meet financial thresholds, Vanguard Renewables will provide capital 
investment for anaerobic digestion systems on DFA member farms. Vanguard also will help oversee 
and monitor the on-site operation of the digester on DFA member farms. This extremely valuable 
expertise will allow farmers to remain focused on the core operational aspects of running their farms 
and not get distracted by the digester, while gaining added income from dairy operations. 

 
“Truth is, anaerobic digesters are extremely complex systems and could easily become a full-time job 
for a farmer to manage,” said John Hanselman, Executive Chairman at Vanguard Renewables. “We 
want to help farms by streamlining the development process and by providing professional operation. 
DFA is the perfect partner to make anaerobic digestion accessible as a mainstream technology on 
dairy farms across the country, addressing DFA member needs in a sustainable economy.”  
 
Vanguard Farm Powered anaerobic digestion systems are currently operating on two DFA member 
farms, with the goal of adding more soon with this new DFA/Vanguard alliance. 
 
Since 2011, brothers and DFA members Randy and Brian Jordan from Jordan Dairy Farm have been 
operating an anaerobic digester that combines manure and organic food waste and then puts 
electricity back into the utility grid. 
 
“We are absolutely seeing the benefit of having an anaerobic digester from Vanguard Renewables on 
our farm,” said Randy Jordan. “Before the partnership, our monthly electric costs were more than 
$2,400. Now, we’re receiving low-cost energy, hot water and heat, replacing oil and propane, and 



 
 

 
 

natural fertilizer, which increases our hay yields. This is absolutely a partnership that will help sustain 
our farm for future generations.” 
 
For more information about the alliance, visit www.dfaenergy.com  
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About Dairy Farmers of America 
Dairy Farmers of America (DFA) is a national dairy marketing cooperative that serves and is owned by more than 13,000 members on nearly 
8,000 farms in 48 states. DFA also is one of the country’s most diversified manufacturers of dairy products, food components and ingredients, 
and is a leader in formulating and packaging shelf-stable dairy products. For more information, call 1-888-DFA-MILK (332-6455) or visit 
www.dfamilk.com.  
 
About Vanguard Renewables 
Based in Wellesley, Mass. Vanguard Renewables is the premier farm-based anaerobic digestion plant owner/operator in the United States 
committed to Table to Farm renewable energy production. Vanguard’s Farm PoweredÔ zero-waste, closed loop process successfully 
combines food-based organic waste and farm manure for the environmentally sustainable production of renewable energy. Farm Powered 
anaerobic digestion solves food waste disposal challenges, eliminates greenhouse gas emissions and groundwater contamination from 
manure, and provides low-cost energy, organic fertilizer, and heat and hot water to the farm. http://www.vanguardrenewables.com/ 
 


